Lone Star Koi Club

"Serving the Koi Hobbiest in Houston Since 19867
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Club Secretary’s Report from Jamie Jameson

Members were reminded of Dr Nam's pond pull in Manvel on Sunday October 6th. It will kick off
early with breakfast tacos at 8:30am.
Our newest members shared the stories of their ponds.

The grow out Kohaku will be distributed to members after the selection order drawing. That should
take place around 11am with selection starting shortly after that. This event is also at the pond pull.




The Purdin Koi Farm trip will be the weekend of November 2nd & 3“.
Lone Star Koi Club will subsidize each room that members reserve with a $50 reimbursement.

Brochues and tri-fold's of other clubs that have pond tours were passed around for viewing. There
was discussion of improving the quality of our tour guide and the tri-fold that we use. Dan Cook is
the lead man on this project and has gotten permission from Nelson's Water Gardens to put up a

large banner to advertise the annual Pond Tour.

NEXT MEETING
December 8th,2013
It’s the Xmas Party!!!

Please Make Every Effort To Attend

Don’t forget to bring a food item to the buffet!




buddybush@sbcglobal.net

Melanie Nau: President

713-686-4608
m.nau@sbcglobal.net

Jamie Jameson: Secretary

281-448-0924

Don Bayer: 1 Vice President

713-542-3345

dgbayer@up.com

Joel Anderson: Webmaster
713.868.9133

janderson@tiburonsystem.som

Paul Moss: 2™ Vice President

713-992-9939

paulbkm@gmail.com

Buddy Bush: Treasurer
281.257.8366

buddybush@sbcglobal.net

Pat Bush - Membership Director

281-257-8366
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2013 MEETING SCHEDULE
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Please stop by the Welcome Table at each meeting, check in and pick up a nametag if
you don't have one so new members can get to know you.

LKSC Membership News

If you have anyone contact you about koi needing homes or homes needing koi, please

contact Paul Moss, paulbkm@gmail.com.

Thanks to our rescue partners.




Invitations & News from Other Koi and Pond Clubs,
Associations or Societies
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Some useful information from our friends at the Southwest Koi and Pond Association




Mvyv Koi Are Not Growing !!!

[f all the factors related to koi growth are in place and your koi are not growing, then
there are several possible reasons:

1. The genetics is a limiting factor that individual fish cannot and will not get any
larger. Just as with humans, so with koi, each individual koi grows to a different
size. Genetics will determine the maximum size of any individual koi at any
stage of its growth up to and including its final size.

2. The koi you have purchased may be efd. It may look young because it is small.
But the fish has surpassed the age in which it has the capability to grow
significantly. For the first 3-4 vears of their lives, koi produce growth hormones
within their bodies. This is the period of maximum growth potential. Without
correct nutrition during this initial period, the fish will not grow to its full
potential. Older koi will continue to grow, but at a much slower rate. Under
normal conditions, it is not unusual for koi to grow seven (7) inches per year for
the first three years ot their life.

3. Water temperatures and/or oxygen levels are low. Water temperature is one of
the critical factors affecting koi growth. In general. warmer water up to 80° F
increases koi metabolism and promotes faster growth due to increased appetites.
In water below 55° koi metabolism slows down dramatically and they eat very
little. At 50° their metabolism stops almost completely and they will not eat. In
general, a higher oxygen level in water is better for growth. The amount ot
dissolved oxygen in water is one of the limiting factors in achieving growth in
koi, in fact, it is critical for the health and growth of koi.

4. Physical crowding. Over-crowding of fish produce two elements that affect fish
growth. (a) having to compete for food with other larger and more aggressive
fish, and (b) poor water quality as a result of too much contamination from too
many fish.

8 Poor Nutrition: Poor nutrition is a major factor in inhibiting fish growth. Good
nutrition in combination with temperature, oxygen, good water quality, and
genetic potential, is possibly the most critical factor in achieving growth. Under
feeding of quality food, is one of the main reasons that maximum growth is not
achieved in koi. This growth / nutrition link must be achieved early in the fish’s
life during the period when the fish can grow rapidly. High protein foods (30% to
38% protein) promote rapid growth in koi. Koi do not have a stomach, but have a
straight gut. In warm temperatures, they digest their food in about four hours. To
achieve maximum growth, koi should be fed every four hours. Feed only as much
as they will eat in about 5 minutes.

Don Favrawood
Koi Health Advisor, The Southwest Koi and Pond Association
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Adequate Flow Through a Bioconverter
By Ken Austin
Certified Koi Keeper — Kol Organisation International

Bioconverters are the components in the circulation system of your pond where
ammonia conversion takes place. The bacteria that perform the ammonia conversion
function reside in a film that coats the filter media in the bioconverter. This concept is
important because it means the ammonia has to be removed from the pond and brought
into contact with the filter media where the bacteria can have access to it. The bacteria
will not go chasing after the ammonia. The circulation system of your pond brings
ammonia laden water from the pond through the bioconverter, thus feeding the bacteria.

So how much circulation do you need? A good rule of thumb for adequate water flow
through bioconverters is 60 gpm per each pound of food fed per day. This can be
ralived for any feeding rale. For example il you only feed 4 pound of food per day, then
15 gpm(60/4) is adequate flow. This is actual measured flow through the bioconverter,
not some manufacturers claim on a pump label.

This rule of thumb is based on the following assumptions:
+ The filtration/bioconversion system runs at a constant rate all the time,
* The average targeted ammonia level applies over a 24 hour period. It takes
multiple ammonia readings over a 24 hour period to calculate an average.

At various times over a 24 hour period a dramatic increase in the pond water ammonia
level will occur. These are called ammonia spikes.
« There will be an ammonia spike starting about an hour after each feeding,
+ If only one feeding per day occurs, the ammonia spike will exceed that for the same
amount of feed divided into multiple feeds over the course of a day,
+ The ammonia spike will be effected in the following ways:
o Rises as amount fed rises,
o Lowers as pond water volume rises,
o Lowers as efficiency of bioconverters rises, and
o Lowers as flow rate thru bioconverters rises.

Testing the pond water's ammonia level a few times is an easy way to confirm that there
is adequale flow through your bioconverter. If there is no measurable ammonia the Mow
is adequate. The presence of ammonia can indicate various things such as inadequate
flow, bioconverter too small, new bioconverter (not fully cycled), bioconverter needs
cleaning or maintenance, pond overstocked, or fish overfed.

For members of SKAPA, help for any pond or fish problem is anly a phone call away:
Don Harrawood — AKCA Koi Health Advisor: 833-9339
Ken Austin — KOI Certified Koi Keeper: 584-6293
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Lone Star Koi Club Advertising

Rates are posted below. If you are interested in placing an ad, please email the editor at
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For Sale:
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Rolf Nelson
281-391-4769

info@nelsonwatergardensigom.
www.nelsonwatergardens.com

PERHAPS THE BEST
RELAXATION TECHNIQUE
KNOWN TO MAN.

THE LONME 5TAR ENA KOl CLUE RATE,
Just £y A MIGHT.

Trear pouwrself vo & lirde vest and rejuvenarion. Ar the A4 Foor-Diamsond
O Houston Hotel Westside, vou wall enjoy lomuiious aeeommodanong
and Bre dindng, incloding car Lavish Sunday Chanspagne Branch in Cale on
the Lake You'll dine in our beautifid atrismm cestancant sucvomded by
indoor Labies with iropical foliage, fish and burtles. Al for a vate thats
surpmisingly sensibde. S0 make your reservations today, Call FR1-5358-8338
ol ashs for the Lane Star TMA Boi Club rate
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2013 EVENT SCHEDULE

+ Feb 14-17: Japan Nishikigoi Expo & Aloha Koi Show (HI)

+ April: Kodama Koi Food Grow-Out Contest (NJ)

+ May 4-5: Koi and Pond Party (Season-Opening Event) (NJ)
+ July: Anniversary Event (NJ)

+ August: Kodama Koi Academy (NJ)

+ Oct 11-28: Niigata Tour

« Nov: Harvest Event (NJ)

KDD&MA KOl ACADEMY ]
f o inhos o % Monthly Open Housein Hawaii
Farm Tour Welcome!

Kodama Koi Food
IMaximize the Beauty of Your Koi!
Experience the benefit that Kodama Koi

Farm and Niigata breeders are enjoying!

Visit us at www.kodamakoifarm.com « E-mail: info@kodamakoifarm.com - www.kodamakoigarden.com - E-mail: info@kodamakoigarden.com - Phone: (808) 354-7031
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